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Freedom of Information Applications � Government Responses to Questions � Adjournment Debate 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Leader of the House) [10.27 pm]: I just want to spend a 
couple of moments responding to comments made in the adjournment debate. A joint state-federal government 
inquiry has been conducted into the Varanus Island explosion and is about to report. The member may be aware 
if he has read the newspapers, and had he asked me a question I would have told him, that Apache Energy has 
been taking every legal avenue available to it to prevent the report being published. I have to abide by the 
decisions of the Federal Court of Australia on that matter. However, the member will know, as I will know in 
due course, all the issues surrounding the Varanus Island explosion. I am as anxious as the member is to know 
what happened. The National Offshore Petroleum Safety Authority and the Department of Industry and 
Resources produced the first report, which has been made public, and the member has a copy of that. He has 
never asked me a question about Varanus that I can recall. 

Hon Jon Ford: I was talking about the senate inquiry. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: The senate inquiry was set up by the Senate, because, like everyone else in 
Australia, it saw that there was a serious problem in this state with the way that the member�s government 
managed the consequences of the Varanus Island explosion. Every second company in the state was complaining 
that it could not get any gas. The question then was how it was being allocated. All sorts of allegations were 
being made at the time. The Senate decided, because we could not get the numbers up in this place to set up an 
inquiry, to set up an inquiry and it reported. The Senate was very concerned about what happened in Western 
Australia. We have done a report jointly with the member�s federal colleagues into the role of the regulator. That 
will hopefully come out when the courts allow us to have it come out. That is the problem with that. 

In respect of FOI, I am obliged to abide, and am quite comfortable abiding, by all the rules that apply to FOI. I 
have to, and I do not have a problem with that. The point I was trying to make today is that just one FOI 
application of me requires my office to contact 1 600 people. That is taking a lot of time�vast amounts of time 
for no good purpose whatsoever. Why should we have to contact Mr Zhou in China to ask if he minds having his 
name on an FOI request, when that is of no use to anybody? It will take a lot of time and energy, especially if it 
needs follow-up and all the rest. That is the point I am trying to make: these broad FOI requests require a lot of 
time and energy, and money. We are employing a lot of people in ministerial offices who are spending countless 
hours and dollars of taxpayer money finding out information that is of no use to anybody. Hon Jon Ford sent an 
FOI to me asking for every document in my office that had the names of five fish in it! My staff had to go 
through every document in my office to see if they could find the names of those fish.  

Hon Barbara Scott: I wonder if they can recall what they did as ministers.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: That is exactly right. We gave the member the information, but what a waste of 
time! If the member had a problem with demersal fish, all he needed to do was ask me. I have been open with 
Hon Jon Ford on all the matters he has asked of me.  

Coming to questions without notice, I am happy to give the member half-hour answers to all his questions, if that 
is what he wants. It just means that nobody else will get a chance to ask a question. I am happy to sit down with 
the member and talk about the issues that are of concern to him; and I have sought to do that. If Hon Jon Ford 
has a complaint, he should come and tell me.  

Hon Jon Ford was a very open and accountable minister when he was sitting on this side. If Hon Bruce 
Donaldson, who was the shadow minister for fisheries, wanted to know anything, Hon Jon Ford�s office was 
always open, as is mine for him. The same applies to the mines portfolio and all the rest. I have nothing that I am 
not prepared to talk to the member about, in terms of what the government intends to do or on any matters that 
are of concern to him. If the member wants me to spend a lot more time answering his questions, I do not mind; 
it just means that his colleagues will miss out on getting a question and answer.  

I do apologise, Mr Deputy President, for interjecting on people, and I accept your wise counsel that I should not 
interject on people. I know that as a member of the Council yourself that you are a very fastidious observer of 
that standing order. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Ken Travers): I know that the minister is not trying to draw me into debate. 
I made the point that I gave the minister a fair degree of latitude tonight, but the member was clearly not taking 
his interjections, and I always follow those rules myself.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I think it is appropriate that the Deputy President should remind me that those rules 
exist.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.32 pm 
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